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PARAY-LE-MONIAL

Welcome to Paray-le-Monial,
in the heart of Burgundy.

Paris 348 km



The service team of the Paray-le-Monial Tourist Office are pleased 
to be able to offer guided visits of the Parodien heritage throughout the year. 
Please contact us to reserve your visit or to organise your trip. Our guides will 
help you discover a millennial heritage in the heart of a unique rural landscape.

The Tourist Office can also provide guided visits in foreign languages

Contact : Office de tourisme / Service Groupes / Karen Schots 
25 avenue Jean-Paul II / 71600 Paray-le-Monial

+33 3 85 81 10 92 

 : karen@tourisme-paraylemonial.fr

Paray-le-Monial, 
A unique and varied heritage!
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The Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
This masterpiece, a jewel of medieval art, is the 

best conserved example of Cluniac architecture 
in Bourgogne. The church was built in the 12th 
century by Hugues de Semur, the most important 
of the abbots of Cluny. 

This ancient priory is still intact and so gives an 
impression of the splendour of the Cluny Abbey. At 
a moment when the grand abbey had practically 
disappeared, Paray III used the designs and archi-
tecture as those used by an order at the summit 
of its power.

It remained a priory until 
the French Revolution. In 1875 
it was established as a minor 

basilica by Pope Pius the IX and dedicated “Sacré-Cœur”.

Inside, the barrel vault has unique lighting. The choir is remarkable 
because of the painting of the 15th century apse. It 
opens onto the elegant ambulatory. During your visit 
you will reach the high chapel overhanging the nave. 
Outside you will appreciate the exceptional chevet, 
rising in stages from the ground to the bell tower.

This Parish church was enhanced throughout the 
centuries by the work of numerous artists. During the 
renovation, between 1997 and 2005, J.-C. Detallante 
designed the lights, evocative of Romanesque 
bestiary. In 2011, the Way of the Cross was realised by 
the Enamel workshop of the abbey of Ligugé inspired 
by the watercolours of the artist P. Lafoucrière.

The Basilica is a parish church. 
Certain services are held there, 
particularly Mass every Sunday 

at 11am.

Visit to the Basilica and Cloisters 
Duration : 1h30 

From 6 € per person

A millennial artistic heritage
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The Cloister
The cloister is next to the basilica. It leads us to find the 

way of life of the last monks of Paray-le-Monial. One can 
enter the cloister by the south door, which is interesting 
for the traces of medieval polychrome.

The front of the priory is characteristic of classical art of 
the 17th and 18th centuries : A triangular pediment which 
shows the coat of arms of Cluny, attic windows, griffins and 
vintage cartouches.

The garden, of medieval inspiration, evokes the charm and mystery of the monastic 
gardens of the period.

There are regular cultural events held in the galleries : exhibitions, concerts etc.

By appointment, it is possible to visit an ancient monk’s cell and the archaeological 
remains found during the last archæological excavations.

The cloister is a cultural place.

Certain events are likely to be 
held there.

These elegant galleries provide 
an ideal location for your 

receptions. 

Reservation : +33 3 85 81 93 08
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The historic centre
The town of Paray-le-Monial has made a considerable 

effort in the redevelopment and lighting of the historical 
centre. Whether night or day, it is a wonderful setting for 
the 4 major buildings, classified as Historic Monuments.

During a walk, accompanied by the comments of our 
guide-lecturers, you may admire the Maison Jayet, which 
has a renaissance façade (1525-1528) characterised by rich 
ornamentation. 

A few steps on you will discover 
the tour Saint-Nicolas. This ancient parish church of the 16th 
century has had many uses: a prison, law courts. Now it is used 
for exhibitions.

Then you will find the Museum of Hiéron. Behind the monu-
mental façade is hidden a National Treasure. The Via Vitæ of the 
goldsmith-jeweller Joseph Chaumet is a tremendous piece 
of goldsmith’s work in gold plate. It has one hundred and 
thirty eight figures in gold and ivory representing scenes of 
the life of Christ. One can also admire the 12th century 
Romanesque Tympanum from Anzy-le-Duc which is an 
historic monument.

Following your route you reach the Chapel La 
Colombière. This Jesuit chapel shelters the relics of 
Saint Claude La Colombière, the spiritual advisor of Saint 
Marguerite-Marie. The chapel’s exterior is plain but the 
interior is enriched with mosaics and stained glass by the 
brothers Mauméjean. This 1930s architecture is registered 
with the Historic Monuments and since August 2012 it 
has been classified as heritage of the 20th Century.

Guided Tour of the basilica and 
the historic centre. 

Duration : 2h30 
From 8€ per person
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Pilgrimage
It is at Paray-le-Monial that Jesus appeared to Saint Marguerite-Marie Alacoque, 

revealing his heart.

A young local girl, Marguerite-Marie (1647-1690) entered the Monastery of the 
Visitation of Paray-le-Monial in 1671. Her visions were authenticated by her Jesuit 
confessor, Saint Claude La Colombière. They are the origin of the festival of the 
sacred heart which is held every June and is particularly celebrated in the town. Saint 
Marguerite-Marie was canonised on the 13th May 1920. The recumbent wax statue, 
conserving its relics, rests in a shrine inside the chapel dating from 1633.

Place of pilgrimage, Paray-le-Monial welcomes thousands 
of pilgrims from all over the world every year. 

The groups, on a pilgrimage, can be welcomed by a 
chaplain, celebrate mass in the Chapel of the Visitation, 
discover a diorama about the life of Saint Marguerite-Marie, 
watch a video on the message of Paray-le-Monial and finally 
visit the Eucharistic museum of Hiéron. 

The circuit of Sanctuary Cities in France
The association of the Sanctuary Cities in France links the Tourist offices and 

Sanctuaries pursuing a common goal : to unceasingly improve the reception of visitors, 
tourists or pilgrims, in search of spirituality who discover the city, and wish to enlarge 
their knowledge of the tourist environment of the sanctuary. 

The association Sanctuary Cities in France groups together Alençon, Ars, Chartres, 
Cotignac, La Salette, Le Mont-Saint-Michel, Le Puy en Velay, Lisieux, Lourdes, Nevers, 
Paray-le-Monial, Rocamadour, Saint-Maximin-La Sainte Baume, Sainte-Anne d’Auray,  
Saintes-Marie-de-la Mer, Thierenbach et Vezelay. For more information: www.villes-sanc-
tuaires.com

City of the Sacred Heart

A specific brochure  
“Tourism and Spirituality” is 

available on request

Contact Sanctuaires :

BP 104 
71600 Paray-le-Monial 
 : +33 3 58 42 20 42 
sanctuaire@paray.org 

www.sacrecoeur-paray.org

Le Sanctuaire  
du

Paray-le-Monial 
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The Museum of “Beaux-Arts” of the town
This museum built at the end of the 19th century, listed as a 

Museum of France, was renovated by the architects Catherine 
Frenak and Béatrice Jullien (2005). It presents a cultural course 
recalling two millennia of the history of Christianity in a space 
of 700m².

The name of the museum is of Greek origin Hieros, sacred. 
It is one of the oldest museums of sacred art in France. Under 
an astonishing eclectic architecture (metal frame and glass) 
inspired by Gustave Eiffel, about a hundred paintings from the 
15th century to the modern day and a hundred sculptures and 

objects of art form a unique collection in a building built to be a museum.

Distinguished amongst the works are the Romanesque door from Anzy-le-Duc 
(12th century) listed as a Historic monument and the exceptional National Treasure the 
Via Vitæ (1894-1904) by the goldsmith jeweller Joseph Chaumet.

The museum has a daring policy of exhibitions and 
acquisitions in particular concerning contemporary artists 
in order to guarantee its role of conservation and memories 
for future generations. One example is the safeguard of Signe 
by Thomas Gleb, created in 1979 for the ancient Carmel de 
Niort.

Each year the museum prepares a programme rich in 
quality events (exhibitions, sessions for the young public, 
concerts) and takes part in the promotion of contemporary mosaics 
by registering them in the proposed courses in the summer season 
at Paray-le-Monial.

Le Hiéron

Annual Temporary Exhibition 
Request the Specific brochure

Contact the Museum :

13 rue de la Paix  
71600 Paray-le-Monial 
 : +33 3 85 81 24 65

Tarif : 3.50 € per person. 
Supplement 1.50 € per person 

for a guided tour.
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Ceramic art : the museum P. Charnoz
Located in an old ceramic tile factory, the museum Paul 

Charnoz brings to life the stages of the factory’s existence. The 
industrial heritage is emphasized through the technology and 
production but also by the anecdotes of former employees. 

Amongst the exceptional pieces, one can admire two monu-
mental works which were prize winners in the Universal exhibi-
tion Paris in 1889 and 1900. A monumental sculpture given by the mosaic artist Gérard 
Brand, has enriched the collections. Each summer there is a temporary exhibition of 
ancient or contemporary ceramic crafts.

To find the museum from the Basilica follow the footpath signs “petit balade de la 
Chimère”.

The Mosaic Centre “la Maison de la Mosaïque”
For 15 years, Paray-le-Monial has been one of the rare reference sites for contem-

porary mosaics in France. An international annual summer exhibition and a training 
centre have built a solid reputation of quality.

In the spring of 2013 the Mosaic Centre becomes an art 
and cultural centre, open to all. Temporary exhibitions will 
be housed in the centre throughout the year and a mosaic 
workshop will be available to visitors.

To complete the visit a video retraces 
the history of mosaics and explains the 
tools, materials and techniques of this 
little known art.

Mosaic City
Contact Musée Charnoz :

32 av. de la Gare 
71600 Paray-le-Monial 
 : +33 3 85 81 40 80 

museepaulcharnoz@sfr.fr 
musee-carrelage-charnoz.org

Duration : 1h

3 € per person 

Contact M comme Mosaïque :

15 bis quai de l’Industrie 
71600 Paray-le-Monial 
 : +33 3 85 88 83 13 

contact@maisondelamosaique.org 
mcommemosaique.org
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Medieval Churches in Charolais-Brionnais
The region Charolais-Brionnais is distinctive by its excep-

tional density of medieval churches and chapels. More than 
100 buildings testify to the intense religious enthusiasm and 
the artistic and architectural effervescence of the middle ages. 
From the 11th to the 12th centuries, thousands of churches 
and monasteries were built.

The tour guides invite 
you to traverse the bocage 
to discover this historical, 
technical and artistic wealth.

Montceaux-l’Etoile : This little church is remarkable 
for its door. On a single stone, used to form the 
tympanum and the lintel, is a composition of the scene 
of the Ascension.

Anzy-le-Duc : considered to be one of the most 
beautiful churches of Southern Burgundy. The crypt 
dates from the Carolingian era and is unique in 
Brionnais. Built at the end of the 11th century, start of the 12th 
century, it is remarkable for its octagonal bell-tower and the 
richness of its carved decoration.

Semur-en-Brionnais : The last monument built by the monks 
of Cluny in the Brionnais. This church was built with great care 
and by the choice of architectural forms, the perfection of the 
proportions, the excellence of the sculptures it is an elegant 
master piece.

Our favourites

This list is not exhaustive. It 
corresponds to a circuit which 
is realizable in 4 hours. A more 
complete list of the medieval 

churches of Charolais-Brionnais is 
available from the Tourist office.

Visit the Basilica, the tympanum 
of Anzy-le-Duc and the 

churches of Charolais-Brionnais. 
Duration: 1 day 

From 20 € per person

The tariff does not include 
transport
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The chateau
In Charolais-Brionnais, more than 200 chateau still 

exist. This exceptionally rich and remarkable heritage 
was created over a period of more than a thousand years. 
Amongst the most remarkable

“Le château de Digoine” at Palinges : A historic monu-
ment of the 18th century, created in part by Edme 
Verniquet. Visit of the interior of the chateau (hall, salons, library) and the small Italian 
theatre of 1840. Visit of the park, flower garden, green houses/orangerie. 

“Le château de Drée” at Curbigny : a palace in the style 
of Versailles. The majestic masonry is a remarkable example 
of classical architecture of the 17th century. Visiting the 
chateau makes it possible to discover a beautiful succes-
sion of rooms on the ground floor refurnished in the style 
of the 18th century and also some bedrooms and a gallery 
of engravings on the first floor, as well as the kitchens and 
the chapel. 

The chateau of Saint-Hugues : one of oldest in Burgundy. 
It is located on a natural promontory at 400m altitude; the 

chateau has an important keep, protected by a fortification. This keep, of which some 
parts of the masonry date from the 10th century, remains as one of the rare medieval 
keeps still standing in France.

Le château de Digoine 
71430 Palinges  

 : +33 3 85 70 20 27 
digoine71430@gmail.com 

www.chateaudedigoine.com

Château de Drée 
71800 CURBIGNY 
 : +33 3 85 26 84 80  

groupe@chateau-de-dree.com 
www.chateau-de-dree.com

Château Saint-Hugues 
71110 Semur-en-Brionnais 
 : +33 3 85 25 13 57 

chateau.semur@wanadoo.fr 
www.chateau-semur-en-brionnais.fr

11
Office de Tourisme - +33 385 811 092 - karen@tourisme-paraylemonial.fr - www.tourisme-paraylemonial.fr



With the flow
“L’ Observatoire” in Digoin : leave on a tour of the last 

large wild river of Europe, plunge into the discovery of 
flora and fauna, discover the marine life of the Loire and 
embark for the world of canals! This museum graphic 
space above the canal bridge, offers an interactive visit 
to better understand the 
functioning of the Loire 
and canals.

Cruise and Lunch  : You 
embark upon the “Ville de Digoin” and navigate the canal 
du centre, a lateral of the Loire and the Canal of Roanne 
at Digoin. The journey goes over the Canal bridge and 
through one or two locks. Cruise, restaurant cruise or 
nocturnal cruise.

Observaloire 
Rue des Perruts 

71160 Digoin 
 : +33 3 85 53 75 71 

contact@observaloire.com 
www.observaloire.com

Cap Bourgogne 
 Port de plaisance 

71160 Digoin 
 : +33 3 85 53 76 78 

contact@croisiere-digoin.fr 
www.croisiere-digoin.fr
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Don’t delay ! 
Reserve your visit immediatly.

Group pre-reservation.

Group or Compagny name :

Name and first name of organiser :

Adress :

Zip code : Town : 

Country :

Tel :  Email :

Date of the visit :  / /20

Required time :

Service requested :

Number of people :
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Paray-le-Monial, 
a millennial heritage in the heart of a unique landscape.
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www.tourisme-paraylemonial.fr

Contact : Tourist Office / Groups / Karen Schots 
25 avenue Jean-Paul II / 71600 Paray-le-Monial

GPS : 46.45004 / 4.121332

+33 3 85 81 10 92

karen@tourisme-paraylemonial.fr
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